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0

Projec{ fifle: Sonento to Miramar Curve Realignment and Second Track - Phase 2

Project Location:. City of San Diego, San Diego County.

Description of Specific Location, Naturg Purpose, and Beneliciaries of Project: SANDAG is working to add
approximately three miles of second main track to the San Diego region's coastal rail corridorbetween the Sorrento
Valley Station and Miramar Road in the City of San Diego (collectively, "Projecf). The Project is being designed
and constructed in nro phases. The first phase, now complek, added a mile of double track and replaced an aging
wooden trestle bridge south of the Sorento Valley COASTER station. SANDAG has now initiated the second
Project phase (Phase 2), which would complete the Project.

Phase 2 includes constructing the remaining two miles of new second mainline traclg parallel to the existing taclq
from east of Interstate 805 (I-805) to the 'Miramax Wye," a spur tack junction just south of Miramar Road. The
North County Transit District (NCTD), Amtrak, and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) operate
on this segment of the LOSSAI.I Corridor.

The existing portion of single track causes a significant bottleneck to rail traffic, creating train "meets" which forces
one train to wait on a siding tack until the opposing fain passes. Additionally, this section of tack is one of the
slowest, steepest, and sharpest curve territories of any segment on the LOSSAN Conidor, where speeds are
restricted tb 25-mph for passenger trains and 20-mph for freight. Adding a second track would zubstantially increase
schedule reliability, enharice operational flexibility, increase capacity, and allow for improved maintenance cycles.
The existing sharp radius curves would be realigned with longer radius curves to increase the design speed for
intercity and commuter trains from 25-mph to 40-mph. Freight tains would still be speed limited to 25-mph due to
downhill braking restrictions. However, making this rail corridor more efficient will not only help improve travel
times and accommodate existing hain volumes, but also meet future demand for intercity, commuter, and frtiight
services.

Phase 2 is located within existing San Diego Mekopolitan System (MTS) railroad right-of-way (ROIV) between
Mile Post (MP) 251 and MP 253, and would require soil excavation and deposition within and outside of the ROW.
Proposed improvements include large earthwork cuts, significant drainage improvements, retaining wa[s, railroad
sisral improvements and pier protection wall improvements for the Miramar Road Overpass columns. All cut
retaining w.alls would receive an architectural "roclscape" finish and concrete staining to blend in with the
surrounding hillsides.

Phase 2 would add approximately 11,860 linear feet (2.25 miles) of new second track and reduce the existing steep
curves within the alignmenl New and/or larger cuts and fills would be created along the existing alignment to allow
the existing curves to be reduced. Eight walls of varying !ryes, including soldier piles with lagging and tie-bacls,
cast-in-place walls, soil nail walls, and &ee-standing pier protection walls, would be constructed to support new
cuts and fills, and to protect Miramar Road. The walls would vary between 130 to I,432 feet long and up to 142
feet high. Phase 2 does not include any bridge structures.
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The double-tacking of the Sorrento to Miramar stetch of the LOSSAI.I Rail Corridor has been contemplated
since the late 1980s. In 1989, NCTD certified an Environmental knpact Report ('EIR') for the Oceanside-San
Diego Commuter Rail Project, which analyzed the pwchase ofright-of-way, the beginning of Coaster service, and
the conskuction of additional improvements, including stations and tack imFrovements. The 1989 EIR also
analyzed an alternative alignment for double-tracking within the edsting rail right-of-way. In 2000, SANDAG
certified the 2020 Regional Transportation Plan EIR, which proposed double-tracking the LOSSA}{ corridor from
gssanside to San Diego.

In 2009, the FRA and the California Depaxbnent of Transportation ('Caltrans') adopted a Program EIR/EIS for
the LOSSAN Rail Corridor. The Program EIR/EIS was a Tier I environmental review document that evaluated
conceptual corridor alignments aud station options for improvements of the entire LOSSAN rail corridor.

The FRA prepared an Environmental Assessment ("EA') for Phase 2 and adopted a Finding ofNo Significant
Impact ("FONSI") rmderNEPA in May 2018.

Current plans, both at the regional and corridor wide level, call for the level of service for intercity and commuter
passeng€r and freight rail services to double in this segment by 203A, &om a current avsrage of 50 trains per
weekday to 101 trains per weekday in 2030. Double-tacking of the Sorrento to Miramar portion of the LOSSAN
Rail Corridor is also necessary to meet those service goals. Specifically, the Califomia State Rail Plan identifies the
programs and policies needed for the state's rail program to play a key role in meeting curent and futrne intercrty
travel demand. Capacity improvements in the San Diego portion of the Pacific Surfliner passenger corridor are an
important conponent of the plan. Furthermore, SANDAG's 202I Regional Plan (Regional Plan) identifies an
improved LOSSAN Rail Conidor as a major transportation goal, calling for bridge replacements, double fiacking,
and station improvements needed to provide additional passenger rail senrice as an alternative to driving the busy
lnterstate 5 (I-5) corridor. Double hacking this segment of rail, together with other double tack projects planned as
part of the Regional Plan, are essential elements needed to meet this demand-

Name of Public Agency Approving Projecfi san Dego Association of Governments
Name of Public Agency Carrying out Prriject: San Diego Association of Governments

Exempt Status:

E Statutory Exemption. State code number: 210S0(bX10); 21080(b[12); CEQA Guidelines 15275

CEQA does not apply to Phase 2, which is a specified mass transit facility under Public Resources Code section
21080, subdivisions (bX10) and (b)(12), and CEQA Guidelines section LSZ75.

Furthermore, to the degree that Pbase 2 activities are undertaken by a rail carrier or under the auspices ofa rail
carrier, state and local regulation of transportation by a rail carrier is preempted under the federal Interstate
Commerce Commission Termination Act ('ICCTA'), 49 U.S. Section 10101 et seq., if it would have the effect of
unreasonably.burdening or inlerfering with rail transporiation. The federal Surface Transportation Board ("STB")
has "exclusive" jurisdiction over "transportation by rail carriers" and "the construction, acquisition, o,peratiorl
abandonment, or discontinuance of spur, industiiai, team switching, or side tracks, or facittiei, even if the tacks
are located, or intended to be located, entirely in one State." (49 U.S.C. $ 10501(b), emphasis added.).
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Reasons Why Exempt from CEQA

The table below explains the reasons why the proposed project qualifies for a Statutory Exemption pursuant to
Public Resources Code Section 21080(bX10), 21080(bX12) and CEQA Guidelines 15275.

Reasons Why Proposed Project Qualifies for Exemption

The proposed projeot qualifies for a statutory exemption fro.m
CEQA. The statutory exemption applies to specified mass
hansit facilities.

As noted above, the purpose of the proposed project is to
increase the reliability, operational flexibility, and capacity
of the LOSSA}I rail corridor to 4dd passenger service to meet
current and future tansportation demands. The existing
single tack in the proposed project area creates a bottleneck
for trains taveling along the corridor. The proposed project
qualifies for this exemption because it consists of
constructing 2.25 miles of a second mainline track (double
tracking) which would allow for an increase in service
throughout the corridor and is required for transfer of
passengers from or to exclusive public mass transit guideway
or busway transit services.

'Statutory Exemption, Sectian 2lA80Q) aruf CEQA Guidelines 15275

Public Resources Codq Division 13:
Environmental Quality 2 I 080(b) (I 0)

A project for the institution or increase of
passenger or comrnuter services on rail or
highway rights-of-way already in use, including
modenrization of existing stations and parking
facilities.

Public Resources Codq Division 13:
E nv iro nmental Qa ality 2 I 0 I 0 (b) ( I 2)

Facility extensions not to exceed four miles in
length which are requked for the kansfer of
passengers from or to exclusive public mass
tansit guideway or busway public transit
services,

CEQA Guidelines S 15275. Specified Mass
Transit Projeas.

CEQA does not apply to the following mass
hansit projects:

(a) The institution or increase of passenger or
commuter seryice on rail lines or higb-
occupancy vehicle lanes already in use,
including the modernization of existing stations
and parking facilities.

(b) Facility extensions not to exceed four miles
in length which are required for hansfer of
passengers from or to exclusive public mass
tansit guideway or busway public transit
seryices.
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Responsible Agency Contact Person: Keith Greer

Signature:

El Signed by Lead Agency

Area Code/Ielephone 619499:7390

Date: November 9,2022 fitle: Chief Executive Officer
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